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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 15 May 2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

On pages 8-9 of the remarks, Applicant argues, "nothing in Kikuchi, et al, shows, 
teaches or suggests that each reproduction history information includes information 
about a reproduction method including at least one of a tape-like reproduction method, 
a clip designation reproduction method and an edit list designation reproduction method 
as claimed in claims 12-15." The examiner respectfully disagrees. 

Kikuchi discloses a method of a user subdividing a title and specifying a part of 
the title to be reproduced later (see column 1 1 , lines 38-44 as well as figure 9), wherein 
the "PTT information" reads on the claimed, "information about a reproduction method," 
and "specifying a part of a title" reads on the claimed, "a clip designation reproduction 
method that reproduces a designated clip." The reproduction process that utilizes this 
playback interrupt information table is disclosed at column 18, lines 30-45. 

A full rejection of the pending claims appears below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 12-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kikuchi et al (US Patent 6,532,334), hereinafter referred to as Kikuchi. 

Regarding claim 12, Kikuchi discloses information reproducing system, 
information recording/reproducing system, and recording medium applicable to the 
system. Further, Kikuchi discloses a system which records and reproduces the digital 
moving-picture information on and from a disk, which reads on the claimed, "an 
information process apparatus that performs a record and reproduction process for 
data," as disclosed at column 12, lines 30-35 and exhibited in figure 15; the apparatus 
comprising: 

utilizing playback control information (102) including a management information 
table PLY_MAT (122) as well as a program chain ("PGC") information table PGCIT, 
which are data necessary for playback, the data being recorded on optical disk (10) 
which has video data and audio data and other information, which reads on the claimed, 
"reproduction means for performing a reproduction process that reads and reproduces 
desired material data from a record medium according to the management information 
file, the material data containing pictures and sound and the management information 
file managing a file of the material data being recorded on the record medium that is 
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attachable and detachable to and from the information process apparatus," as disclosed 
at column 4, lines 33-35; column 8, lines 20-39; and exhibited in figures 1, and 3; 

MPU of the microcomputer block (30) functioning as if it had a playback end 
information setting section (30A) by writing playback interrupt information table (124) 
into the disc, the table (1 24) including the title number of the title whose playback has 
been interrupted, the cell ID whose playback has been interrupted, and when the 
playback picture is a still picture, the time the still picture lasts and the remaining time of 
the still picture during the interruption of the playback are written, and further the 
elapsed time in reproducing a cell is written as interrupt information, which reads on the 
claimed, "generation means for generating reproduction history information about the 
reproduction process of the reproduction means, the reproduction history information 
composed of identification information of reproduced material data, information about a 
reproduction end position, and information about a reproduction method, wherein the 
reproduction method includes at least one of a tape-like reproduction method that 
successively reproduces all clips recorded on the recording medium, a clip designation 
reproduction method that reproduces a designated clip, and an edit list designation 
reproduction method that reproduces a designated unit of an edit list," as disclosed at 
column 1 1 , lines 24-67 (with particular emphasis on lines 24-34 and lines 44-48) and 
column 15, lines 5-8, as well as exhibited in figures 6 and 9; 

the playback interrupt information table (124) having been provided as an 
independent file at the same level of hierarchy as that of the playback management 
table (122), which reads on the claimed, "record means for recording a list of the 
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reproduction history information generated by the generation means as one file different 
from the management information file on the record medium," as disclosed at column 
12, lines 1-16 (with particular emphasis on lines 9-12) and exhibited in figure 6; 

MPU of the microcomputer block (30) functioning as if it had a playback end 
information takeout section (30B) for taking out playback end information, which reads 
on the claimed, "read means for reading the list of the reproduction history information 
recorded on the record medium by the record means," as disclosed at column 15, lines 
5-15; 

MPU of the microcomputer block (30) functioning as if it had a playback 
information resume specifying section (30C) for giving an instruction to resume 
playback using the playback information, which reads on the claimed, "reproduction 
command accepting means for accepting a reproduction command for the material 
data," as disclosed at column 15, lines 5-15; and, 

after the DVD disk (10) has been loaded into the DVD recorder, when the 
playback is resumed by pressing the resume playback key, the playback interrupt 
information table is first read from the disk, and on the basis of the playback interrupt 
information in the playback interrupt information table, the video object is determined, 
and further the PGC number to be reproduced, cell number and VOBU number are 
determined on the basis of the playback interrupt information in the playback interrupt 
information table, which reads on the claimed, "reproduction control means for 
referencing the list of the reproduction history information read by the read means, 
specifying material data to be reproduced and a reproduction start position according to 
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reproduction history information according to a reproduction method designated by the 
reproduction command accepted by the reproduction command accepting means, 
controlling the reproduction means, and starting the reproduction process from the 
reproduction start position of the specified material data," as disclosed at column 16, 
lines 46-58 and column 18, lines 30-45. 

Regarding claim 13, the examiner maintains the claim is the corresponding 
method to the apparatus of claim 12, and therefore the limitations of the claim are 
rejected in view of the explanation set forth in claim 12 above. 

Regarding claim 14, the examiner maintains the claim is the corresponding 
program executing the method of the method of claim 13, and therefore the limitations 
of the claim are rejected in view of the explanation set forth in claim 13 above. 

Regarding claim 15, the limitations of the claim are rejected in view of the 
explanation set forth in claim 12 above. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Ogikubo (US Patent 7,099,239) discloses information record and playback 
apparatus and computer program having a resume function based on recorded 
playback stop position information. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARC DAZENSKI whose telephone number is 
(571)270-5577. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on (571)272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Marsha D. Banks-Harold/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



/MARC DAZENSKI/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



